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Athena Schools Trust  
Bulletin week commencing: 01/06/20 

 

  Reminders for this 

coming week:  

 AST Heads 

 AST Members 

 

Forthcoming Virtual 

meetings: 

 

 

AST HEADS 

03.06.20 @1pm 

 

MEMBERS 

04.06.20 

 

EDUCATION 

STANDARDS 

10.06.20 

 

DEVELOPMENT GROUP 

17.06.20  

 

GEP&AST HEADS 

18.06.20 

 

GOVERNOR TRAINING 

(Risk Management) 

22.06.20 

 

HR WORKSHOP 

23.06.20 

 

FINANCE: 

24.06.20 

 

BOARD: 

01.07.20 @ GCS 

 

JGC: 

01.07.20 @ Stoughton 

 

Beginning… 

                              

Today sees the start of a widening of education provision for primary 

schools, following the Covid-19 lockdown. As we are all aware, schools 

have been providing continued educational provision for vulnerable 

and key worker learners for some time, and during the holiday period. 

 

It is with grateful thanks that I write to all our schools for their commitment 

and consideration in preparing to open more widely. All of us wish to 

provide children with a face-to-face education, but we are led by the 

guiding principle that our efforts place children’s and staff safety as our 

overriding priority. 

 

School leaders, their teams and governors have completed health & 

safety plans and risk assessments, making difficult, but essential decisions, 

about how and in what capacity schools can broaden provision this 

week. I am pleased that we are providing wider provision across all our 

schools this week, and at Guildford County, from the government’s 

target date for secondary schools of June 15th.  

 

This does feel like a beginning. A time of exploration. We are aware as a 

school community that plans will change and adjust as the 

circumstances do. We are prepared for this. As a trust we have local 

leadership as one of our founding values, and I am proud of the 

leadership of our schools during these weeks. The situation has been 

challenging. School leaders, teacher and non-class based staff have 

stepped up and placed children’s needs first. We will continue to do so. 

 

Our trustee board was impressed and fully supportive of our wider re-

opening plans when they ratified arrangements last week at the board 

meeting. They wish to convey their thanks and admiration to our whole 

Athena community for their enduring efforts at this time, and in the weeks 

to come. 

 

Best wishes, and have a good week. 

 Actions for Heads: 

 AST Heads mtg. on Wednesday 

 Please keep us informed of 

adjustments to provision plans you 

may have to make 

 

Actions for Governors:  

 Thank you for supporting the schools around 

Risk Assessments and Health & Safety 

provisions, and for the guidance you've given 

them, over the last couple of weeks as they 

have prepared plans for phased reopening.  

Please feel free to go on supporting the 

schools, as you have been doing, referring to 

the government guidance. 

 

 
 Actions for Trustees: 

 Please use our folder on our shared area to review adjusted school planning as directed at 

the board meeting 

https://www.athenaschools.co.uk/290/calendar?ecid=25
https://www.athenaschools.co.uk/290/calendar?ecid=22


 School Operations: 

2021 Budget & 3 Year Plan Submissions 

Thank you for all the time and work on your school budget submissions made at the end of the 

half term. 

We will be carrying out a detailed review of these over the course of this week and plan to come 

back to schools with any final queries or items for clarification as quickly as possible. 

 

June Audits 

Over the course of June we have two areas of audit taking place, both will be carried out 

remotely, albeit some documents may need to be accessed from schools as part of the testing. It 

may be useful for schools to think about how any relevant information that maybe be selected 

for testing is stored and how it would be accessed for the audits. 

 

During the coming week more details will be provided to schools on data requirements, the Trust 

will endeavour to provide central / system data directly wherever possible to support schools. 

 

As a reminder the timetable looks as follows: 

1. Teachers’ Pension Audit  

-         W/c 1st June – Auditors will request school data and subsequently select samples for 

testing. Schools will need to provide data / reports following sample selection.  

-         If you have not done so already, please ensure your access to the TP Portal to run 

any relevant reports is working. 

-         Thursday 23rd June  - Audit work to be carried out off site, schools may need to 

answer queries on sample data as they arise. 

 

2. Interim Audit  

- W/c 1st June – Auditors to provide a list of deliverables to the Trust, as above, the Trust 

will provide as much of this data as possible. This will be used by the Auditors to pick 

sample data for testing. 

- W/c 15th June – Auditors will carry out remote testing during this week, (detailed time 

table of work will be agreed with schools in advance) 

 

 

The main audit is still planned for w/c 5th October, as yet JCK have not indicated any changes to 

how this will be carried out and will be waiting until nearer the time to make any changes. 

 

Contacts: 

Carol Pearce for primary SIP:                        cpearce@athenaschools.co.uk 

Jane Abbot for secondary SIP:                        jane@lawn3.com 

Kathryn Krynicki for primary leadership support: head@pyrford.surrey.sch.uk 

Ros Allen for secondary leadership support:       rallen@rosebery.surrey.sch.uk 

Dee Stevens for compliance, website & DPO:   dstevens@athenaschools.co.uk 

Julia Mason for governance advice:   jmason@athenaschools.co.uk 

Sarah Mackenzie for HR guidance and payroll: smackenzie@guildfordcounty.co.uk (G. 447366) 

Sarah Allen for financial support:   sallen@athenaschools.co.uk  (G. 447367) 

Patrick Overy for finance and operations: povery@guildfordcounty.co.uk 

Jack Mayhew for support and everything else: jmayhew@athenaschools.co.uk 

Jack’s (virtual) school visits this week: 

Monday: AST executive team mtg. 10-11am, GCS 1-3pm, GCS Govs. Training 6pm 

Tuesday:  - 

Wednesday:  AST Executive leads 10am, GCS LMT 11am, AST Heads 1pm, GCS Staff mtg. 2pm 

Thursday: Surrey CEOs mtg 3-5pm, AST Members 6:30pm 

Friday: - 

Better Together 
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